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Part A -Curriculum Music

Music sessions are taught in class by the class teacher or Level 4. We use a bespoke music curriculum which is planned from a
music knowledge map and then a sequence of learning is planned from our Hazel learners through to Maple learners and finally
our Oak learners. The sequence of learning includes all learners their needs, starting points and abilities and is progressive in its
planning towards differentiated end points that match our assessment for all.

The music curriculum explores singing/vocalising, listening, exploring making music & composing and performing with music.
This breaks down into our planning of tracking & tunning into sounds, beat and rhythms followed by copying actions and
patterns along with dynamics of sound. This includes working with body percussion, playing instruments and creating musical
patterns through notation and symbols. The planning relates to topic, so the children experience music at Harvest/Easter time
and sing harvest/Easter songs, Christmas time with the music of The Snowman (Howard Blake), The Bear (Howard Blake ), The
Nutcracker (Tchaikovsky) and The Polar Express ( Alan Silvestri).

Each child begins at their own starting point and skill set and gradually moves through the sequence of learning at their pace
developing musical skills and being exposed to musical experiences.

Music is taught through topic and in blocks of learning through out the year and can be taught in a cross curricular approach e.g
—music and art taught together with key learning objectives relating to musical development.

Music is taught during Topic sessions that equate to an hour a week however this may not be in one session. Due to the
attention and learning needs of our children this may be facilitated through shorter sessions across the week during the
planned blocked time for music.

The skills that are taught during the taught sessions are repeated within the enabling environment where the child can use
those skills and demonstrate their understanding and independence of music through the activities planned. The planned
activities echo the taught sessions. These skills continue to be planned for in the environments in the following term enabling
our pupils to emerge, develop, secure and master their skills through revisiting and repeating the learning through various
contexts and experiences.

During the Autumn Term 2 the planning is created to focus on the teaching of playing an instrument in time with the music.
This planning explores playing the instrument loud/quiet, soft/hard and following a beat. The Oak learners would begin to
record their notation using symbols and shapes which they read and consequently play their music. All of this is a sequence of
learning that works towards the children playing the instruments as a performance during the Christmas productions. All the
pupils perform in a space where they come together to perform in a performance that has a sequence (story) where they
acknowledge applause

Through the Music Hub NMAPT we access Music Therapy for our LAC/CIC children who provide therapy blocks and reports
to support their PEP meetings.
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Part B - Co- Curriculum Activities

Musical opportunities outside of lessons take place daily
through many forms.

Musical instruments are used as cues to signify beginnings
and endings to lessons and the children track the sound
and identify that an action is to be carried out due to the
cue.

Key songs are sung through the day to support with
meaning and identifying key times in the day — Morning
song, hello song, breaktime song, tidy up song, washing
hands song — all of these songs our children listen to and
internalise the music and sing along with which supports
with regulation, understanding and knowing the concept
of time throughout their day.

Musical instruments are used to support in the learning of
sensory stories, English lessons and maths. Instruments
are often used to symbolise key elements in a story or
represent objects.

Beat and rhythm are the core of early counting so feature
significantly in our number planning and lessons.

Each Key Stage has a weekly assembly where the children
are encouraged to sing together as an ensemble.

All the children in the school take part in performances
that involve playing instruments and performing along
with singing. These take place through the year with
Harvest Assemblies, Easter Assemblies, Celebration
assemblies and Christmas performances.

Through out the school day the pupils are exposed to
various music — classical, pop, jazz, musical and Blues.
During Conductive Education sessions rhythm and music
are a key part of the learning which supports the physical
movements carried out in the session.




Part C — Musical experiences

What? Who? When?

Assemblies that involve live performance Early Years Autumn
KS1 Term
LKS2 Spring
UKS2 Term

Summer
Term

Weekly Assemblies where the pupils sing as an KS1 Weekly

ensemble. LKS2
UKS2

Christmas productions — live performance Early Years Autumn
KS1 Term
LKS2
UKS2

African Drums experience Early Years Spring
KS1 Term
LKS2 LTP A
UKS2

Dragon Dance Music Early Years Spring
KS1 Term
LKS2 LTP B

UKS2

In the future:

To re-introduce the Signing Choir

To investigate The Music Hub and what
experiences could they support us with.

To collaborate The Arts Team and The Scientific
Tech Team to explore music tech and the
opportunities this could create for our children —
more independence and accessibility to
participating in music and creating music.

To organise more live performances of music to
the school (NSG, Malcolm Arnold)

Learning without lessons — playing music and
identifying a learning opportunity during it.

The Arts Team to enhance the planning so it is
kept up to date with the 7 aspects of teaching
music in our schools.

To create opportunities for an hour of music to
be taught throughout the week, every week in a
year by July 2026.

Opportunities for children to access music at
home via home learning or suggested activities
in newsletters.



